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LIFE IN A Cmcus 

Germaine Delbosq has always lived in a circus. She hada chaotic childhood, never 
putting down roots or having consistent schooling, but at no point did she want a more 
normal one. "! think it's because 1 loved the artistic lifestyle and a/so because I 
benefitedfrom my /ami/y being available ali the time. Or maybe it'sjust in the blood". 
Germaine was jusi six when she took her first steps into the ring to balance on a globe. 5 
"! was painjully shy back then but that sheer magic of the lights shining on you and 
the adrenalin levels rising as you get ready to do something ultimate/y risfy is 
unbeatable". Many years have passed since her premiere. She is now 34 and has her 
own act of foot juggling with tire on the back ofa motorbike. "Ajter pe,forming it for 
around ten years perhaps 1 shou/d think about something e/se but it is as popular as 10 
ever". 

Gerrnaine also acknowledges that life in the circus was sometimes hard because on 
many ofher childhood tours there were no other children present. On the tours where 
there were children, Germaine enjoyed close friendships, but says it was always tough 
when you had to leave them at the end,, often knowing you would never see them 15 
again. "The boundary betweenfamily andjriends is blurred in circus /ife because you 
ali live together. There are separate caravans, but they're just steps away, and you 
are like one big /ami/y for the duration of the tour. On one of my javourite tours, 
which took place in France, there were 12 children, so we had our own school with a 
proper teacher, as opposed to the usual home schooling we got - and that was 20 
particularly hard when we had to split up to go our separate ways". Winters were 
more conventional. "Home was a house in France, so we 'd live there for two or three 
months out of season and l'd go to school. 1 loved seeing the same jriends there, year 
ajter year, and I welcomed their questions about my latest tour. I was never teased -
far jrom it, theyfoundmy /ife glamorous". 25 

As for family relationships, it was a magical childhood. "My /ami/y, so many of 
them, were there ali the time, not just the odd weekend". Indeed, Gennaine would be 
sitting there eating her lunch and her mother would be there putting on her make-up 
for the show, while her uncle and grandfather prepared for their clown act. Their 
parents never hired babysitters. ''You went with your parents and did what they were 30 
doing and if they were pe,forming in the evening, they just made sur e you were tucked 
up in bed first ". 

l. Answer these questions about the text. Use your own words whenever possible (2 
points, 1 each). 

a. Why didn't Germaine want a normal childhood? 
b. What was hard about her relationship with children in tours? 
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2. Read the following statements, decide whether they are true or false and justify 
your answer by quoting evidence from the text (2 points, O, 50 each). 
a. Germaine did not attend school regularly. 
b. Germaine's show is notas popular as it used to be. 
c. When in France, Germaine's friends never made fun ofher lifestyle. 
d. It was hard for her parents to find babysitters. 

3. Find in the text the word or group of words which match these definitions (1 point, 
O, 20 each). 
a. That cannot be improved or defeated because of excellent quality (Paragraph 1) 
b. The first public performance of a play or any other type of entertainment. (Paragraph 1) 
c. To accept, admit, or recognize something. (Paragraph 2) 
d. Real, suitable. (Paragraph 2) 
e. Coloured substances used on your face to improve or change your appearance. 
(Paragraph 3) 

4. Complete the text using the correct words from the box below. There are 2 words 
that you won't need (2 points, O, 25 each). 
Zippos, Britain's (a) ________ popular circus, arrived (b) ________ Scotland this 

week. Martín, who has been (e) ________ for 30 years, speaks to !hose who would 

like to join his profession: «To be a clown, you need to be willing to stand naked in front 

of an audience, but don't worry, in al! likelihood you won't need to do ( d) ________ . I 

find clowning very difficult. People al! over the world do not always laugh at the same 

things we laugh at. I (e) ________ did a routine for a village of Aboriginal people. I 

did a comed y levitation anda little boy (1) ________ to me and said, 'That's ve,y good 

but we have a man in this village that can make the sun come up (g) _______ _ 

morning '. However, if it's physical humour, people laugh (h) ________ matter where 

they are or where they come from". 

1 ONCE IN NO MOST 
CLOWN 

NOT 
CLOWNING 

EVERY CAME 
so 

5. Write a composition of about 150 words on ONE ofthe following topics (3 points). 
a. Express your opinion about life in a circus. 
b. Think of someone who has lived a very original life. Describe his or her life. 
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AFGHAN SISTERS FIGHT FOR MEDALS ANO FOR WOMEN'S RIGHTS 

Teenage Afghan sisters, Shabnarn and Sadaf Rahimi, are taking the fight for 1 
women's ñghts more literally than most of their peers: tbrowing punches in a ñng as 
members of their country's first tearn of female boxers. "lt was my dream to become a 
boxer. At first my father did not agree with me. He said girls should not be boxing", 
18 year-old Sadaftold Reuters, out ofbreath from punching the bag. "Afler 1 got my 5 
first medb./, he changed his mind". 

Three times a week, the girls come to practice at the Ghazi stadium, once used for 
public punishment by the Taliban. Women were stoned for adultery there and despite 
an expensive renovation, its gory past sometimes spooks the athletes. "My family jled 
to Jran during the Ta/iban. .. but J heard that women used to be ki/led here and 10 
sometimes, when I exercise alone inside the stadium, I panic ", Sadaf said. 

During practices, boys often peer through the dirty training hall windows, curiosity 
aroused by the sight of girls doing push-ups and throwing punches. However, not ali 
onlookers are simply curious. Many in this conservative society still consider fighting 
taboo for women, and the girls deal with serious threats. "Two years ago someone 15 
ca/ied my father and threatened that he wouid either kidnap or kill us if he /et us 
train", 19 year-old Shabnarn said. They did not return to training for a month, until 
their trainer offered to organize transport for the girls, and still limit workouts to the 
gym, where the government provides security. 

Female boxing is still re!ative!y unusual in most countries, but especially in 20 
Afghanistan, where many girls and women still struggle to secure an education or 
work, and activists say violence and abuse at home are common. Under the Taliban, 
ali sports for women were banned and nowadays they still have far fewer 
opportunities for exercise than men. The boxing team was created in 2007 by 
Afghanistan's National Olympic Committee to challenge stereotypes and encourage 25 
girls to stand up for what they believe in. 

l. Answer these questions about the text. Use your own words whenever 
possible (2 points, 1 each). 
a. How do the girls sometimes feel while training at the Ghazi stadium? Why? 
b. Why did the girls stop training for a month? 
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2. Read the following statements, decide whether they are true or false and justify 
your answer by quoting evidence from the text (2 points, O, 50 each). 
a. Toe sisters literally punch those against women's rights. 
b. Sadaf's father has not always approved ofhis daughter's career as a boxer. 
c. Female boxing is quite common worldwide but not in Afghanistan. 
d. Under the Taliban very few women could practice sports. 

3. Find in the text the word or group ofwords wbich match these definitions (1 point, 

O, 20 each). 
a. Exhausted, breathing with difficulty. (Paragraph 1) 

b. Look carefully or with difficulty. (Paragraph 3) 
c. Face. (Paragraph 3) 
d. Experience difficulty and make a very great effort in order to do something. (Paragraph 4) 
e. Fixed ideas that people have about what someone or something is like, especially an 

idea that is wrong. (Paragraph 4) 

4. Complete the text using the correct words from the box below. There are 2 words 

that you won't need (2 points, O, 25 each). 

Reflect on (a) ________ comes to mind when you hear or read the word 

"Afghanistan". Probably you will think it's something connected to war and poverty. 

(b) ________ l told you that wonderful, positive things are also happening in 

Afghanistan? (e) ________ them, is the popularity of sports for children, especia!ly 

for young girls. Not only is there a national female boxing tearn but there is also a national 

women's football tearn (d) ______ won its first international match against Pakistan. 

Children, as young as five years old, are kept (e) ________ the streets by focusing on 

sports. Toe popularity of sports (f) ________ not mask the realities and hardships 

children face on a daily basis. (g) _______ ~ it is an indication of the determination 

and passion within every Afghan child (h) ________ build better futures for 

themselves, their farnilies and their country. 
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5. Write a composition ofabout 150 words on ONE ofthe following topies (3 points). 
a. Do you think sports like boxing, which include sorne violence, should be prohibited? 
b. Have you ever practiced any sport? Tell us your experience and what positive or 

negative outcomes it brought to your life. 
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